
 
 
While different aspects of the COVID-19 pandemic can be seen through a multitude of different 
viewpoints, it’s hard to argue with numbers. Every day more data is being collected relating to the 
COVID-19 crisis and we are continuing to find interesting trends. As we all continue to adjust to a 
new world with new social norms and different ways of working together, we can be better informed 
as we pay attention to the statistics being reported.  
 
Here are just 15 of some of the surprising statistics reported about COVID-19: 
 

1. There is a huge transition from working in an office setting to working remotely 
 
With new rules and recommendations about social distancing, 88% of organizations have reported 
encouraging or requiring their employees to work from home. In other areas of the work, 91% of 
teams are under “work from home” orders.  
 

2. Remote work could actually boost productivity 
 
In recent reports, remote workers are proving to be 35% to 40% more productive than those who are 
working at corporate offices. It’s hard to pin-point the exact reasons for this, but the comfortable 
environment of home and fewer distractions from coworkers could play a part.  
 

3. Remote work has a positive impact on employee retention 
 
As companies begin their efforts to reopen and return to being fully functional, much of the workforce 
is expected to request remote options. Organizations could see as many as 75% or more of their 
employees asking for expanded remote options. Some estimate that workers will ask for about 35% 
of their hours to be done remotely, having seen that it’s possible and, in some cases, preferable to 
working in a corporate office.  
 

4. The biggest barriers for remote work are technology and infrastructure issues 
 
According to 54% of HR leaders, the biggest obstacle for many companies in converting positions to 
remote options are poor technology and infrastructure. Luckily, there are more and more options 
allowing for virtual meetings and collaboration. And with expanding technology, the opportunities will 
become more accessible for companies and employees.  
 

5. There is a definite impact on employment and the economy 
 
When asked to report the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic to their personal finances, on a scale of 
1 to 10, respondents on average reported the impact at a 5. 38% reported a loss of income due to 
the pandemic and 34% are receiving some kind of government financial support.  
 

6. There is a noticeable impact on people’s personal lives 
 



Aside from the adjustment to working from home or the loss of a job, there are other areas being 
affected by COVID-19. A recent poll showed that, as of April 20, 80% of Americans agreed with strict 
shelter-in-place measures as a reasonable response to COVID-19, meaning that a huge majority are 
willing to be socially isolated in order to prevent the spread of the virus. And by April, 58% reported 
feeling very concerned about the outbreak and severity of COVID-19. It would seem that most 
people are experiencing some level of anxiety. Additionally, 489 schools or school districts have 
closed as of March 17, meaning a large group of children and teens will have their education 
affected by COVID-19, not to mention the long-term impact this will have on their psyche.  
 

7. Overall satisfaction with government response is proving to be volatile 
 
Amidst all the confusion, people are looking to their government officials for information and 
answers. A reported 41% of Americans said they were overall satisfied with how the government has 
handled the outbreak. While that number isn’t as bad as it could be, it has consistently been 
outshined by European countries like Germany. Although the United Kingdom was also showing 
better statistics of public satisfaction, as of May 10 the tables turned, with U.K. statistics dropping 
from 64% to 38% in one week.  
 

8. Although sales are staying consistent, business leaders are still concerned 
 
As of March, only 29% of businesses were seeing dips in their sales. This may be in part due to the migration of 
customers to the online marketplace. In fact, about 30% of respondents to a recent poll said they made a conscious 
decision to purchase something online rather than in person due to concerns about COVID-19. However, many 
industries that rely on in-person interactions are suffering and 71% of executives reported feeling worried about 
continuity and productivity during the pandemic.  
 

9. Changes in travel and tourism are making their mark 
 
According to the Mobility Market Outlook, the travel and tourism industries will likely be the ones most affected by 
COVID-19. It is estimated they will see a decrease in revenue from $20.3 billion in 2019 to about $11.2 billion in 
2020.  
 

10. Cybercrime is trending up 
 
Sadly, there are some looking to profit from this crisis, whether it be price inflation on essential products or, as it 
would seem, with cybercrime. In only a 24-hour period, Microsoft detected a huge phishing campaign that involved 
2,300 different web pages attached to messages and using the promise of COVID-19 financial compensation as bait.  
 

11. U.S. sales of disinfection products are growing 
 
By the end of February, the sales value of rubbing alcohol increased by 65.6% compared to the same time last year. 
This correlated to the early reports of transmission of the coronavirus in the U.S. and the first press conferences 
advising citizens to be sure to use hand sanitizer and disinfection products.  
 

12. Marijuana sales are actually going up 
 



Three states have reported large up-swings in their sales of marijuana and cannabis products. On March 16, 
California showed an increase in marijuana sales by 159% compared to the same day the year before. Washington 
and Colorado also reported increases of around 100% and 46%.  
 

13. Biopharmaceutical companies are seeing a rise in stock prices 
 
While many biopharmaceutical companies have announced they are working on research related to COVID-19, Vir 
Biotechnology Inc. saw their shares increase by 279%. This may be from their preclinical testing of monoclonal 
antibodies in hopes of finding a treatment for the virus.  
 

14. The Chinese infection rates may not be what they seem 
 
The statistics of infection rates in China seem to operate on their own set of rules. Some have noted that rate of new 
infections seems to increase just before major personnel or policy changes. In certain cases jumping by the 
thousands, then waning again. As of May 11, the reported number of total cases was 84,000 with the number of 
deaths at 4,637, according to Statista.  
 

15. The worldwide numbers of infections and deaths are staggering 
 
There were a reported 4,200,957 COVID-19 cases worldwide as of May 11, and 284,150 deaths. While these 
numbers can take our breath away, they are still better than the most recent pandemic in history of this size, the 
Spanish Flu in the early 1900s.  
 
 
 
Numbers can change on a daily basis and additional data will help us learn from our history as we continue to fight 
COVID-19 together.  
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