
Pier and Beam vs. Slab Foundations - Which is Better? 
 

Homes in the Dallas-Fort Worth area have one of two house foundation types: pier and beam or 
slab. Whether you’re looking to buy an existing home or build a new one, it’s important to 
understand the differences between the two foundations, including their pros and cons, before 
deciding which type is best for you. 
 
Pier and Beam Foundations 
 
Pier and beam foundations are most common in homes built here in the 1960s and earlier. 
Think of a beach house on stilts or a home near a riverbank; that’s a home with a pier and beam 
foundation.  
 
A wooden beam (pier) is driven deep into the ground, and then each beam gets a concrete base 
to stabilize it. After that, the builder uses beams to connect one pier to another, and this creates 
the support for the flooring. The space between the ground and the lateral beams is left as a 
crawl space. 
 
In the DFW area, the foundations are lower than they are for a beach home, though, and the 
crawl space is usually around 18 inches high. 
 

Pros of Pier and Beam Foundations: 
 

● Since the foundation consists of individual parts, it’s easier to locate damaged 
areas. It’s also easier and less expensive to make repairs. 

● Repairing and installing plumbing, wiring, utilities, and insulation is easier 
because of the crawl space. 

● There is better protection from flooding and other types of excess moisture. 
 

Cons of Pier and Beam Foundations: 
 

● While the elevated foundation is better protected from flooding and from moisture 
fluctuations in the soil, it is possible for other moisture to cause mold, rotting, and 
creaking floors. 

● Over time, it is possible for these foundations to deteriorate.  
● Plumbing can freeze unless special precautions to protect it are taken. 
● Crawl spaces can attract rodents and insect pests, which can cause damage and 

pose health threats. 
● Because it takes more time, work, and skill to build a pier and beam foundation, 

it’s usually going to cost more. 
 
Slab Foundations 



The most common home foundation for homes built since the 1970s and in new ones being built 
today is a slab. It consists of, as the name implies, a concrete slab directly on the ground. After 
leveling the ground where the slab will be, the builder creates a perimeter for the foundation, 
deposits several inches of gravel within, and then adds a layer of plastic sheeting atop the 
gravel layer to act as a barrier to moisture. Finally, the builder pours the rest of the concrete. 
Steel beams called tension rods reinforce the foundation. 
 

Pros of Slab Foundations 
 

● Because making a slab foundation is much faster and easier than making a pier 
and beam one, slab foundations are less expensive, which is why they are the 
most common in the DFW area and many others today. 

● Plumbing within the slab has better protection from freezing temperatures. 
● Without an opening beneath the foundation, it is much harder for rodents and 

insect pests to get in. 
● The lack of an opening beneath the foundation means moisture-related problems 

such as mold, mildew, and rot are far less likely to occur. 
 

Cons of Slab Foundations 
 

● In places like DFW that are subject to periods of drought and heavy rains, 
moisture levels in the soil can fluctuate wildly, and the expansion and contraction 
associated with that can cause cracks or settling. It’s important to conduct regular 
foundation inspections and develop a plan for keeping soil moisture levels around 
the foundation consistent. 

● Due to the above, slab foundations are more likely to settle. 
● Foundation damage in slabs can be very difficult and expensive to repair. 

 
So Which One Is Better? 
 
The answer to this is really that it depends. 
 
If flooding is a concern, a pier and beam foundation makes more sense. Likewise, any home on 
a hillside or an uneven grade is probably better off with a pier and beam foundation. The same 
goes for homes in areas (again, like DFW) where the moisture levels in the soil experience wide 
fluctuations. 
 
In places where soil moisture levels are more consistent and places where the ground is level, 
slab foundations are usually the go-to choice since they are cheaper and easier to build. Other 
places where slab foundations have the advantage include damp climates and colder ones 
because, respectively, moisture cannot collect beneath the foundation and pipes are less at risk 
of freezing and bursting. 
 



Of course, if you’re buying an existing home or a new one already under construction, you don’t 
have a choice about the foundation. Even if you are building a new home, the builder may not 
provide a choice. 
 
What you do have control over is how informed you are about the type of foundation a home 
has, its benefits and drawbacks, and how to prevent and deal with problems. To that end, we 
hope this post has been helpful. 
 
Professional Services 
 
Lewiston Engineering can assist you by performing foundation inspections, providing 
construction documents, and recommending repair measures. If you’d like to schedule a 
consultation or learn more, please contact us soon. We look forward to helping you make sound 
decisions about one of the most important investments you will ever make! 
 
--------------- 
 
IMPORTANT: This written material has been prepared based on sources which you 
provided. Neither Flocksy or the creative who wrote the copy makes any claims whatsoever 
as to the accuracy of the information contained within, and they are not responsible for any 
legal or financial difficulty resulting from the use of this written material. We encourage you 
to review it thoroughly before disseminating it or using it in trade. 
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