
Dog Poop Disposal and Dangers 
 
Stepping in a pile of fresh dog poop can really ruin your day. Hiking on a trail with dog poop 
scattered about it can be a very unpleasant experience. Walking out into your lawn and finding 
dog poop an inconsiderate neighbor didn’t bother to pick up raises the old blood pressure. 
 
In addition to being messy, smelly, and unsightly, dog poop left behind rather than being 
disposed of properly can actually be dangerous to the environment and to you personally. 
 
Many dog owners will shrug and say, “What’s one pile of dog poop here and there? It’ll just 
decompose or wash away on its own.” 
 
So before we address that and talk about the problems dog poop creates, let’s look at some 
numbers for perspective: 
 

● In the United States alone, there are more than 53 million dogs. 
● Those dogs produce over 6 billion pounds of waste every year. To dispose of all of that 

at once, you would need a scoop as long as a football field and 800 feet tall (almost 3 
football fields if you could stand them up and stack them). 

● The EPA estimates that if you took 100 dogs and put them on a beach, you would have 
to close the beach and all of the watershed within 20 miles after just 2 days due to all the 
pollution from their waste. 

● Nearly half of American households have at least one dog. 
● On average, a dog produces 0.75 pounds (12 ounces) of waste daily, totaling more than 

250 pounds per year. 
● According to some national surveys, over 30% of dog owners do not clean up after their 

pets on a regular basis. 
 
Now let’s look at some of the problems and dangers associated with dog waste that isn’t 
disposed of in the right manner. 
 
It’s More Concentrated 
 
Sure, wildlife excretes waste, too. However, this typically is not a problem, with the exception of 
Canada geese, because wild animals are more dispersed. Dogs, on the other hand, poop in 
more concentrated areas such as yards or regular walking routes. 
 
Water Pollution 
 
Dog poop has nutrients that promote the growth of algae and weeds. When poop gets into 
waterways, it can “fertilize” them to the point that the water becomes cloudy or green and ends 
up being unsuitable for activities such as swimming, fishing, and boating. Additionally, dog 



waste contains fecal coliform bacteria that can get into waterways and harm both people and 
aquatic life through pollution and disease. Human waste contains these bacteria as well, but 
dog waste has twice as much. People rarely toss dog poop into waterways, and it takes a pretty 
heavy rain to wash most piles into them, but what not many know is that rain easily washes the 
bacteria away and into drains, creeks, and the like. 
 
Transmission of Diseases and Parasites 
 
Dog waste contains agents that can transmit bacteria, viruses, and parasites. Among the known 
risks and effects are roundworms and tapeworms, E. Coli, salmonellosis, abdominal cramps, 
fevers, coughing and wheezing, and hives. There is even evidence that dog waste can transmit 
illnesses leading to permanent damage to vision. 
 
Attraction of Unwanted Pests 
 
Dog waste left in yards can attract mice, insect pests, and parasites that can get inside a house 
and transmit diseases to people and pets alike. 
 
It’s Not Fertilizer 
 
A common misconception is that dog waste acts like a fertilizer such as manure. Instead, it will 
kill grass or make it turn yellow. Another problem is that rain is likely to wash it or the bacteria 
away, contaminating waterways, well before it ever decomposes. 
 
Decomposition Time 
 
Climate plays a huge role in how long dog waste takes to decompose. Even in a warm, humid 
climate, it can take several days or even weeks, but in an arid climate, it can take more than a 
year. 
 
--------------- 
 
Now that we’ve gone over the problems and dangers associated with dog waste, let’s talk about 
proper disposal: 
 

● Clean up yard waste by putting it in a sealed plastic bag that goes into a proper disposal 
bin. Before sealing the bag, get the air out of it so that it can’t accidentally pop open 
inside the bin, allowing the waste to spill out. Never toss waste directly into a trash bin. 
You don’t always need to buy bags specifically for this; reuse plastic bread, produce, 
and grocery bags as much as you can for efficiency and for reduction of waste. 

● When you take your dog for a walk or to the park, carry disposable bags with you. It’s not 
the most pleasant thing in the world to do, but put your hand into the bag, scoop up the 



waste, and turn the bag inside-out and tie it closed. If there isn’t a disposal bin nearby, 
carry the bag with you until you do find a proper place to dispose of it. Don’t be that 
person who leaves it behind for someone else to pick up! Even when you intend to 
return and pick it up when you leave, people often forget! 

● Flushing waste down the toilet is an option, but this is best when the water will go to a 
treatment facility. If you have a septic system, talk to a qualified professional to find out if 
this extra load will be okay for it. 

● If you like the flushing idea but worry about the burden on the system or don’t want to 
bring the waste inside, installing an underground pet waste digester is an option. This 
works like a septic system, and it is affordable and easy to install. Environmentally 
friendly agents liquify the waste, and then the lawn can absorb it. 

● Dig a hole 5 to 12 inches deep away from vegetable gardens and water sources and 
bury the waste there, completely covering it with soil. Use several different locations. 

 
Owning a dog is one of life’s greatest rewards, but it’s also a great responsibility. Being informed 
and responsible about dog waste helps keep the environment, you, and everyone else healthy 
and safe! 
 
 
 
IMPORTANT: This written material has been prepared based on sources which you 
provided. Neither Flocksy or the creative who wrote the copy makes any claims whatsoever 
as to the accuracy of the information contained within, and they are not responsible for any 
legal or financial difficulty resulting from the use of this written material. We encourage you 
to review it thoroughly before disseminating it or using it in trade. 
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