
A Beginner’s Guide to Off-Roading in Northern Arizona 
 
Northern Arizona is a spectacular swath of the country consisting of landscapes such as 
sandstone cliffs and pinnacles, canyons, volcanic fields, montane forests, snow-capped 
mountains, and more. 
 
The region is maybe best known for the Grand Canyon and for its many world-class hiking 
destinations, but there is also an extensive network of off-roading trails ranging from easy to 
difficult, and they take you on unforgettable journeys through many of these stunning 
landscapes. 
 
Before you head out there, there are some basics all beginners should know. Many of these 
places are remote, and they are not good places to get stranded. 
 

● Make sure your vehicle is in good working order. 
● Have a full tank of gas. If possible, carry extra fuel. 
● If you’re driving a Jeep, SUV, or truck, always have a full-size, inflated spare tire. On 

especially rocky or difficult trails, two is a good idea. 
● Keep a basic tool kit (including a shovel) and first aid kit in the vehicle. 
● Pack enough food and water for at least one unplanned night out. 
● If storms are in the forecast, avoid trails such as clay, dirt, and sandy ones that can turn 

into vehicle-trapping “gumbo” quickly. 
● Never be afraid to turn around and go back if a section looks too difficult or too muddy, if 

sand appears too deep, or if water looks too deep or swift to cross. 
● Stay on designated trails. Driving off them can cause ecological damage and can 

jeopardize access for everyone else. 
● Always let someone else know your plans. 

 
Basically, be prepared and be self-sufficient. Many trails are in remote areas where cell 
reception is poor or nonexistent. Help can be several hours or even days away. Towing bills can 
be enormous. 
 
If you follow the basic precautions, though, you’re all set to go out and explore the great 
off-roading trails we have in Northern Arizona. Now, let’s take a look at 10 must-do trails: 
 
Edge of the World Drive 
 
Easy, 53.4 miles. Located near Flagstaff, this out-and-back tour is great for all skill levels. Its 
primary attractions are scenic views and wildflower viewing. 
 
Hutch Mountain 
 



Easy, 20 miles. This is a very easy out-and-back tour mostly on gravel with some washboarding. 
It’s east of Sedona and on the other side of I-17. There are picnic areas overlooking a lake, and 
the trail winds through a quiet ponderosa forest. Camping is popular here. Although the main 
road is very easy, there are several side roads offering experienced off-roaders more challenge. 
 
Lava River Caves 
 
Easy, 11.5 miles. This point-to-point trip is not actually called the Lava River Caves, but the 
caves are a feature accessible from it. Actually, this trail is FR 245, and it ends at 171 in 
Bellemont between I-40 and U.S. 180. Along the way, a spur takes you to a hiking trail leading 
to Lava River Caves, which is an underground tunnel nearly a mile long created by lava almost 
a million years ago. 
 
Schultz Pass Road 
 
Easy, 14 miles. North of Flagstaff, this through trail is mostly gentle and offers excellent scenery. 
The highlight is probably the views of the San Francisco Peaks, which contain 12,633’ Mount 
Humphreys, the highest peak in Arizona. Mount Humphreys is also one of the four sacred 
mountains of the Navajo people, the others being Mount Hesperus and Blanca Peak in 
Colorado and Mount Taylor in New Mexico. 
 
S P Crater Loop 
 
Easy, 25 miles. Among the volcanic landscape northeast of Flagstaff, this loop winds through 
the northern end of the San Francisco Volcanic Field. Bonuses include the opportunity to hike to 
the top of a cinder cone and drive up to the rim of Colton Crater. 
 
Broken Arrow OHV Route 
 
Moderate, 6.7 miles. This point-to-point trail near Sedona features sweeping views of huge red 
sandstone formations. It also is popular for wildlife viewing, especially birdwatching. There is 
little shade on this trail.  
 
Diamondback Gulch OHV Trail 
 
Moderate, 9.2 miles. Another Sedona-area classic, and another rocky one with little shade, this 
trail has wildlife viewing and great views of the famous Sedona landscape. This point-to-point 
trail is also known as the “Greasy Spoon.” 
 
Outlaw OHV Trail 
 



Moderate, 23.2 miles. This loop near Sedona has great views, wildlife, and wildflowers. Like 
other trails in this area, it is rocky and has little shade. It can also get muddy. There are ancient 
Native American ruins accessible by a hiking trail, but they are closed at this time. See the 
contact information for the Schnebly Hill Route below, which also accesses ruins, for access 
informations and current conditions. 
 
Schnebly Hill Road OHV Route 
 
Moderate, 11.8 miles. Rated the #1 off-roading trail in the Sedona area, this is another one with 
great views of the red rocks that make Sedona famous. This point-to-point trail is rocky and has 
little shade. There are also ancient native ruins one can visit, though it’s a good idea to first call 
the Coconino National Forest Red Rock Ranger District at 928-203-7500 to check on access 
and trail conditions. 
 
Cinder Hills OHV Area 
 
Hard. There is not a single trail, rather a system of trails totaling about 19 miles. This unique 
area northeast of Flagstaff is characterized by loose, dark “sand” that actually is cinder from 
ancient volcanoes. Trails wind through craters and through forests of ponderosa pines. One 
particularly notable feature is Hundred Dollar Hill, a steep, 900’ climb. Nearby is Sunset Crater, 
part of the National Park System; it is a deep crater amid a volcanic landscape. Off-roading is 
prohibited there, as well as hiking to the rim, but there are great views of it from within the park, 
and you can get out and walk on ancient lava flows. Note: the cinder in the Cinder Hills contains 
sharp lava pebbles that easily damage paddle tires. 
 
--------------- 
 
This is just a small sampling of all the off-roading adventures Northern Arizona offers, but the 
trails here are among the very best. Most of them are very popular and can be really busy, so 
they’re usually not the best choices if solitude is part of the experience you want. On the flip 
side, since they get a lot of use, it’s a lot easier to find help if something goes wrong. 
 
Get out there and get a taste of the beauty and variety of Northern Arizona. Be safe and have 
fun! 
 
 
 
IMPORTANT: This written material has been prepared based on sources which you 
provided. Neither Flocksy or the creative who wrote the copy makes any claims whatsoever 
as to the accuracy of the information contained within, and they are not responsible for any 
legal or financial difficulty resulting from the use of this written material. We encourage you 
to review it thoroughly before disseminating it or using it in trade. 



 
SOURCES USED: 
 
https://azoffroad.net/flagstaff-trails 
https://www.mormonlakelodge.com/blog/2017/10/4-best-offroading-trails-near-flagstaff 
https://www.alltrails.com/parks/us/arizona/coconino-national-forest/off-road-driving 
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