
How to Transfer Your Domain Name to
Another Registrar

Today’s topic on the blog is going to be a bit more advanced, but we’ll take some time to
define some important keywords just in case. There’s no shame in learning, and we
want to make sure everyone can follow along.

A question we hear a lot from business owners is, “How do I move my domain name if I
want to change to another registrar?”

It’s your right to have your domain name held by the registrar of your choice, according
to ICANN (the Internet Corporation for Assigned Names and Numbers, a global
nonprofit organization that works to keep the internet safe and in operation).There’s only
one catch: if you just signed up, you’re stuck for 60 days. Regardless of your domain
registrar, you will have to hold your horses for those two months before deciding to
make the switch to another.

If you’ve passed your waiting period, you will have to complete a couple of steps to
switch from one registrar to another. But before we get to that, let’s break it down a little.

What is a Domain Name?

In short, a domain name is to a website what an address is to a house. Kind of. A
website’s real address is a long set of numbers, like your computer has its own IP
address. A domain name is like a convenient nickname for your website. The point of
domain names is to make it easier for users to reach a website's exact location, so they
don’t have to remember the longer address.

Let’s use a specific example. We love Google on this blog, so let’s use them one more
time. Google’s domain name is: you got it, google.com.

The Domain Name System is like a big directory of all of the domain names on the
internet. When you type the domain name into your browser and hit enter, it performs a
DNS lookup. There are eight total steps that happen behind the scenes of a DNS
lookup, but long story short, your web browser finds the address and brings you the
information that lives there.

To get a domain name for your website, you need to visit a domain registrar.



What is a Domain Registrar?

A domain registrar is a business that leases you your domain name and arranges for an
IP address to be assigned to your domain name.

There are dozens of these registrar companies, and opinions differ on which is the best
of the best. There are some factors you should consider before choosing to work with a
domain registrar.

How to Choose the Right Domain Registrar

There are several factors to consider when you’re searching for the right domain
registrar for you. You’ll want to know whether your domain registrar will protect your
privacy, if they’re going to make it easy for you to switch registrars if you want to, how
long your domain name will last before expiring, and more.

Pricing and Hidden Fees

Domain registrars can be tricky when it comes to pricing. They often offer you a low
introductory price, then jack the price up the next year. They might also require you to
reserve your domain name for at least two years. The maximum time limit you can
register a domain name is 10 years before you have to renew it, for the record.

Before you hit the confirm button, take a good look at the add-on services your domain
registrar might be providing. You might want some of those offerings, like automatic
renewal, expiration protection, or web hosting services. But some domain registrars
automatically “check” the box for you so you have to opt out of these add-on costs. It’s a
sneaky little thing that could cost you if you don’t double-check.

Domain Transfers

Domain registrar companies SHOULD make it easy for you to switch from one to
another. Some might make it a pain for you to do, though.

Before you choose a domain registrar, you should check to see if they will charge you a
fee to switch to another company.

You should also check to see if they have made this an easy user experience for their
customers or made it confusing on purpose. Check user reviews on these companies
during your search. Any unhappy customers will probably give you a good indication of
how transferring your domain might go with that registrar.



Expiration Policies

The registration of domain names is done for a set time frame, which is agreed upon
before you make the purchase. Before it expires, you can renew your domain
registration. Your domain name expires if you don't renew it, at which point anyone can
register it.

Checking your domain registrar's expiration policy is good practice even if you use the
automatic renewal feature. Even after the expiration, some domain registrars give a
grace period when you are allowed to renew your expired domain name.

Unfortunately, there are subpar domain registration providers who will sell your expiring
domain at auction to the highest bidder right away. Don’t let your business become a
cautionary tale – make sure you know when your domain is set to expire and what will
happen to it if it does.

How to Transfer Your Domain to Another Registrar

Let’s introduce you to some of the most popular domain registrars and how to switch
your domain over to them.

Domain.com

Domain.com has been in the domain registrar business for more than 2 decades.
They’re the internet’s most popular choice for picking a domain name, and they offer not
only domain names, but hosting services, email services, and more. Domain.com is a
great option if you only need to register a domain name without web hosting. However,
the next name on our list would be preferable for you if you're wanting to launch a blog
or website, because you can get a domain name for free.

How to transfer

Domain.com makes it easy for you to switch to their services with a mostly automated
process once you’ve unlocked your domain on your previous registrar. Click here to
learn more: Domain.com.

BlueHost

Founded in 2003, BlueHost is one of the biggest domain registrars in the world. The
Utah-based company is committed to working with WordPress and contributing to open
source. BlueHost offers complete web solutions and extensive tools with expert support.

https://www.domain.com/domains/transfer


BlueHost is a great option for those newer to website building because their services
are easy to use, reliable and affordable.

They are, however, one of the companies that offers an amazing deal the first year of
your domain and then switches to the “real” rate after that first year is up. And while
their standard options are quite affordable, their add-ons get costly quickly.

How to transfer: BlueHost has a detailed domain transfer page here. Their control panel
gives you easy access to making the switch.

Network Solutions

Network Solutions joins domain.com and BlueHost as one of the most-used and most
popular domain registrars in the world. They host some 7 million domain names
currently. Though most people know Network Solutions as a domain registrar, they have
a full suite of solutions for internet businesses. They offer domain registration for up to
100 years.

Network Solutions is a lot pricier per year than many other domain registrars. They are
also prone to surprise fees and charges for services that other providers have for cheap
or free.

How to transfer: Network Solutions offers a hands-off approach to domain registrar
transfer. If you call their customer support number (the one at the link) they will take
care of the whole process for you.

HostGator

Another well-known business that gives website owners a one-stop shop for domain
names and shared website hosting is HostGator. They provide several extension
options, domain privacy, and user-friendly DNS control tools.

You may easily pick a domain name that works for your company using their simple to
use domain search tool. Along with domain names and hosting, they now offer Gator, a
new drag-and-drop website builder. All of their website builder plans include a free
domain name and hosting.

HostGator has been known to have slower customer service response times and

How to transfer: It’s simple to transfer domains if necessary thanks to HostGator
user-friendly and well-documented domain management section.

https://www.bluehost.com/help/article/transfer-your-domain-to-us
https://www.networksolutions.com/domain-transfer/
https://www.hostgator.com/help/article/how-can-i-transfer-my-domain-to-hostgator


GoDaddy

One of the oldest and most well-known domain registration companies is GoDaddy.
They administer more than 84 million domain names. There are many well-liked domain
name extensions available from them.

Their costs are very competitive. You might even be able to register your domain for a
large discount for the first year.

Using GoDaddy's robust yet user-friendly domain management interface, you can do
many things. You can transfer your domain name, change name servers, update your
contact information, handle bulk domain renewals, and more.

Some of GoDaddy’s disadvantages include: Customer response can take up to 48
hours and there’s no live chat. Because they serve so many domains, their internal
speeds can be slower, as well.

How to transfer: GoDaddy’s transfer process is automated for ease of use.

NameCheap

Another reputable domain registrar on the market is Namecheap. They feature an
effective domain search engine that guides you in choosing the best domain name and
offers alternatives if your top choice is not available.

Additionally, they provide premium DNS and domain add-on services like domain
privacy. Although their domain control area is well-kept, GoDaddy's new UI is more
user-friendly. The fact that NameCheap offers free domain privacy with all of their
domain names is a plus.

NameCheap is not one of the companies that offers super-cheap introductory prices, so
if you’re only planning to hang on to your domain name for a year, they’re not the best
choice. In addition, while their live chat customer service is well-regarded, they don’t
currently offer phone support services.

How to transfer: Once your domain name is unlocked on your old registrar, it’s easy to
transfer it over to NameCheap. You just click the banner in that link and they’ll walk you
through it.

DreamHost

Without purchasing hosting, you can get a domain name through DreamHost for $8.99
per year, which also includes cost-free private registration.

https://www.godaddy.com/en-ph/domains/domain-transfer
https://www.namecheap.com/support/knowledgebase/article.aspx/9175/83/how-to-transfer-a-domain/


DreamHost offers unlimited data storage, bandwidth, site hosting, MySQL databases,
and sub domains.

DreamHost has all the name control features you would imagine from a major domain
provider and offers 400+ TLDs. Dreamhost also provides managed WordPress hosting
called DreamPress, which is excellent for bigger websites, in addition to shared hosting.

Their live support sometimes requires long wait times, and their add-on services can be
pricey.

How to transfer: Once you unlock your domain name on your previous registrar and
obtain your authorization code, DreamHost just needs a form of payment to renew your
domain, and they make the rest as easy as possible.

BuyDomains

You can use BuyDomains to look for premium domain names that meet your search
criteria. Premium domains are those that have already been registered but are still
offered for sale by third parties. These domains are more expensive since they are
frequently more recognizable, shorter, and brandable.

You can utilize BuyDomains to look for a premium domain name if you are unable to
discover a good domain name and you have the necessary funds.

Because the domain names at BuyDomains are already owned by third parties, they
can be more costly to obtain. BuyDomains also doesn’t offer refunds.

How to transfer: BuyDomains works with domains.com for transfers.

How Locus Digital Can Help

Locus Digital is a digital marketing agency focused on conversions and ROI. Our
conversion-focused approach is strategic, methodical, and heavily backed by data. We
offer web development to create a website customers will understand and enjoy, and
web hosting and maintenance services to keep it running for you. Click here to learn
more.

----

IMPORTANT: This written material has been prepared based on sources that you provided or
that the writer found. Neither Flocksy or the writer who wrote the copy makes any claims
whatsoever as to the accuracy of the information contained within, and they are not

https://help.dreamhost.com/hc/en-us/articles/215250318-Transfer-a-domain-registration-to-DreamHost
https://www.buydomains.com/domain-help/#!
https://www.locusdigital.com/what-we-do


responsible for any legal or financial difficulty resulting from the use of this written material.
We encourage you to review it thoroughly before disseminating it or using it in trade.
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